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In the form of a questionnaire, investigate and study the attitudes and learning situation
of learners in non-Sinographic cultural circles: 92 respondents from 23 countries, majority
coming from Ukraine. The questionnaire data shows that the survey respondents generally
consider learning Chinese is important. However, their problems mainly focus on wasting
the resources of Chinese characters such as radicals, components, character origins and
other resources for associative memory. Therefore, methods and other suggestions were
made in order to show how to fully use the potential of Chinese language, especially the
characters and what is hidden in their structure. The paper also found out that learning
characters by the means of pinyin, emphasis on vocabulary learning and the habit of ignor-
ing Chinese character reading and explaining prove to hinder language learning progress.
This work provides explanation of anxiety related to Chinese characters and the need for
Chinese character segmentation, the mentality of “illiterate” who only learns Chinese but
not Chinese characters. It is revealed that good motivation without knowing the right way
to learn can lead to troubles while mastering Chinese. In other words, due to peculiarities of
the language, teaching and learning of Chinese language need scrutinizing. Thus, the final
part of the paper provides coping strategies: recommendations on how to use associations
related to the origins of Chinese characters, radical and phonetic associations, comprehen-
sive associations and other methods to learn and memorize Chinese characters. The results
of the analysis are considered and used to advise on the compilation of Ukrainian picture
dictionaries or multilingual Chinese dictionaries. Paper provides ideas to revise the prefixes
and entries of Chinese characters in the dictionaries mentioned above.
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JOCJIIJKEHHSA CTABJIEHHA CTYAEHTIB
(3 HECIHOTPA®IYHUX KYJIBTYPHUX KILJI)
J10 KATAHCHKHUX IEPOIII®IB

Yoican FOiimeti, A. C. bposro

VY ¢opmi onuTyBaHHS OyaM IOCHTIIKCHI 1 BUBUCHI CTABJICHHS A0 KUTAHCBKHUX i€po-
ridiB Ta cUTyallisi HABYaHHS CTYACHTIB y HeciHOrpadiuHUX KYJIbTYpHUX Kosax (92 pec-
MOHJIEHTH 3 23 KpaiH, OUMBIIICTh 3 SKUX — 3 YKpainw). JlaHi aHKETH MOKa3yIOTh, IO
PECIIOHICHTH 3arajioM BBaXKAIOTh BUBUCHHS KUTaNChbKOi MOBHU BaxxnuBuUM. OJHAK MPO-
OeMHu B MEPEBaXKHO 30CEPEIKEHI Ha BTPATi pecypciB caMUX KHTaMCBhKUX ieporimidis,
TaKUX K paJuKaJId, KOMIIOHCHTH, TOXO/DKCHHS 1€porIi(iB Ta iHIII pecypcH I acollia-
THBHOT 1am’siTi. Tomy Oyiu 3ampomoOHOBaHI METOU Ta 1HINI MPOMO3UILii, 1100 MOKa3aTH,
SK MOBHOIO MipOI0 BUKOPUCTATH MOTEHL1aJl KHTalHChbKOi MOBH, 0COONHBO i€epormidis, Ta
Te, IO MPUXOBAHO B ixHiN cTpykTypi. [lunpHa yBara mpuaiiseTscs poii cTapogaBHIX
KUTAHChKUX 1€poTTihiB Ta criocob6aM pO3KpUTTS 3HAHb, MPUXOBAHKUX 32 X KOMIIOHECH-
Tamu. Y poOOTi TakoX OyJ0 BCTAHOBJIEHO, 10 BUBYECHHS KUTAWCHKUX i€portidis 3a g10-
MIOMOTOI0 CUCTEMU NiHbiHb, aKIICHT Ha BUBYCHHI CIIiB Ta 3BUYKA iITHOPYBATHU TE, 3 SIKUX
iepornigiB CKIANAOTHCS CIIOBA, a camMe JeTallbHe 3HAaUYC€HHS KOXXHOTO 3 KOMIIOHEHTIB
CJIOBa, — yce IIe MepenIko/Kae HaBYaHHIO. [HIMMMHU clloBaMH, yepe3 0COOIUBOCTI MOBU
NUTAaHHS BUKIAJAaHHS Ta BUBYCHHS KUTaiChKOI MOBH NOTpeOy€e JOIaTKOBOTO BUBYCHHS.
IIpoaHnanizoBaHO TPUBOTY, MOB’s3aHy 3 KHTAHCHKMUMH i€poriaipamu, Ta HEOOXiAHICTh
CerMeHTalii KUTalChbKUX i€pormipiB, MEHTaNiTeT «HENUCbMEHHHX», SIKi BUBYAIOTh
JUIIe KUTAHChKY MOBY, a He KHTAHChKi iepormi¢u. Xopoma MOTHBAIliS 32 HE3HAHHS
MPaBIIIBHOTO CIIOC00y HAaBYaHHS MOXKE IMPHU3BECTH 10 HEPUEMHOCTEH Ta HETPaBHIIb-
HOTO PO3YMiHHS MOBH. TakuM YHHOM, 3aKJIOYHA YaCTHHA CTATTi MICTHTH CTpaTerii
MOJONIAaHHS BHINE3TafaHuX MpobieM. PekoMeHIyeThCs BHKOPHCTOBYBaTH acoliarlii,
OB’ sI3aH1 3 TTOXOJKCHHSIM KMUTaHChKUX 1€poriQiB, pagukagaMu Ta (POHETUKAMU, KOMII-
JIEKCHI acoIiamii Ta iHIIi METOIH JUISl BUBYCHHS Ta 3allaM’sITOBYBaHHS KHTalChKHUX 1€pO-
idiB. Yci MeToau CynpoBOKYIOTHCS NeTAIBHUMU MPUKIagaMu. Pe3yinsratu aHamizy
Oynu pO3MIAHYTI Ta BUKOPHCTaHI A HaJaHHS MOpaj MIOAO CKIaJaHHS YKpaiHCHKUX
CJIOBHUKIB 13 300pa)KeHHSAMH YM 0araTOMOBHUX KUTalChbKUX CIOBHHKIB. [1ig yac qoci-
JUKCHHS BUKOPUCTOBYBAIMCS CydacHI KUTalChKO-yKpaiHCHhKi Ta 0araTOMOBHI CIIOBHUKH.
VY crarTi nojaHo ifei moao nmeperiany npedikciB Ta 3aMUCiB KUTAHChKHUX i€pormidiB y
CIIOBHHKAX, 3TaJlaHUX BUIIIE.

KirouoBi cioBa: HeciHorpadidyHi KyabTypHI KON, CTaBJIEHHS 10 KUTaWCBKUX i€po-
r1i¢iB, i1eorpaMu, eTUMOJIOTYHA acowialis, CTYIeHTH 3 YKpaiHH, sSKi BUBYAIOTh KUTaH-
CBKY MOBY.

With the accelerating process of globalization and integration, more and more
people begin to learn foreign languages. Pierce believes that the process of second
language acquisition is the process of investment. Learners are fighters, fighting to
become the leaders of the topic. [Pierce 1995, 17] They are also investors who study
hard in order to get good social returns. Since China’s international reputation has
been greatly improved since the COVID-19, more two language learners have turned
their attention to the field of Chinese characters. This paper takes the questionnaire
survey as the starting point, focuses on the front-line practice of Chinese international
education, investigates and studies the Chinese character attitude and learning
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situation of Chinese learners in non-Sinographic cultural circles, and puts forward
countermeasures and suggestions.'

1. Design of questionnaire: attitude towards Chinese characters

The title of the questionnaire is “Research on Chinese character learners’
attitude towards Chinese characters (non-Sinographic circle)”. The design purpose
is to understand the attitudes and methods of Chinese character learners in non-
Sinographic culture circles. The questionnaire adopts the bilingual interface of
Chinese and English. There are three forms: single choice questions, scale questions
and blank filling questions. There are 36 questions in total, of which the last three
blank filling questions are subjective and the first 33 questions are objective. The
questionnaire adopts the form of Likert five-point scale in multiple-choice questions
(1 = totally disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = partially agree, 4 = agree, 5 = absolutely
agree). The questionnaire is distributed and shared with the help of the questionnaire
application “Wenjuan Xing” to collect statistical data.

The content of the questionnaire is divided into four parts. The first part
(questions 1-8) aims to understand the basic situation of the respondents, including
nationality, age, highest educational background, major, when the respondents
started learning Chinese, how long they have learnt Chinese characters, Chinese
proficiency test level, whether the respondents often see or deal with Chinese
characters in their own country, etc.

The second part (questions 9-21) focuses on Chinese characters, including the
respondents’ motivation to learn Chinese characters, their understanding of Chinese
characters’ radicals and their meaning, Chinese characters’ font, characters with
similar writing, Chinese characters’ phonetic side, Chinese characters’ origin,
Chinese characters’ nature, and the relationship between Chinese characters and
syllable phonemes.

The third part (questions 22-28) mainly focuses on Chinese “words” and
examines their relationship with Chinese character learning, including learners’
understanding of the ideographic relationship of Chinese characters and words,
the reading psychology of Chinese characters without word segmentation and
hyphenation, etc.

The fourth part (questions 29-36) mainly investigates the methods of learning
and memorizing Chinese characters, issues and problems, and the understanding of
the relationship between oral language and Chinese character acquisition, etc.

2. Basic information of respondents: Chinese character learners in non-
Sinographic culture circle

The first part of the questionnaire shows that there are 92 Chinese learners
from non-Sinographic culture circle countries who participated in finishing the
questionnaire. Their nationalities are: Ukraine, France, the United States, Bulgaria,
Croatia, the United Kingdom, Georgia, Armenia, Nigeria, Indonesia, Pakistan,
Malaysia, Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan Mexico, Thailand, Norway, Austria,
Switzerland, El Salvador, Sweden, Madagascar, etc.

! The questionnaire was distributed on June 16, 2020 and collected on August 11, 2020. The
number of samples investigated is approximately 100. 100 questionnaires had been distributed,
95 received, and 92 valid questionnaires are actually retained except for 3 belonging to Chinese
character cultural circles. This paper mainly studies the first 33 objective questions. The form
is anonymous, facilitating respondents to answer truthfully and with willingness. Generally
speaking, the survey data has good reliability and validity.
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Question Distribution Amount (%)
What is your highest level High school 26 28.26%
of education completed? Bachelor’s degree 41 44.57%
Master’s degree 20 21.74%
PhD 5 5.43%
What is your major? Humanities 71 77.17%
Sciences 14 15.22%
Engineering 7 7.61%
How old are you? 18-22 51 55.43%
23-27 29 31.52%
Other 12 13.05%
At what age did you start Less than 18 57 61.96%
to learn Chinese? 18-22 23 25%
23-27 6 6.52%
Other 6 6.52%
How long have you More than 6 years 12 13.04%
been studying Chinese 6 years 16 17.4%
characters? 5 years 13 14.13%
4 years 13 14.13%
3 years 13 14.13%
2 years 6 6.52%
1 year 13 14.13%
Less than 1 year 5 5.43%
What is your HSK level? HSK2 3 3.26%
HSK3 11 11.96%
HSK4 15 16.3%
HSKS 38 41.3%
HSK6 15 16.3%
Other 10 10.87%
Do you often see Chinese Not often 69 75%
characters in your country ? Sometimes 13 14.13%
Often 10 10.87%

Figure 1. Basic information about respondents

The age of the respondents is mainly young, within 18-27 years old, accounting
for 86.95%, of which the largest number is between 18-22 years old, accounting
for 55.43%; The respondents as a whole have a good educational background, all of
whom have a high school degree or above. The largest number are undergraduates,
accounting for 44.57%, many master degree students, accounting for 21.74%, and
a small number of doctoral students. Age and formal school education are closely
related to foreign language learning ability. Young people who have received
systematic school training have strong learning ability. The respondents of the
questionnaire have learning advantages in age, educational background and time of
starting learning Chinese. In addition, they have a good foreign language learning
ability.

More than 86% of the respondents started learning Chinese earlier, of which
61.96% started before the age of 18, and 25% started from the age of 18-22.
More than 70% of the respondents studied Chinese characters for 3 years or more,
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accounting for 72.83%. HSK score information shows that more than 85% of the
respondents are at the intermediate level of level 3-6, and 41.3% reached level 5.
The respondents generally do not often see or deal with Chinese characters or only
sometimes come in contact with Chinese characters in their own country, accounting
for nearly 90%.

In other words, the 92 respondents in the non-Sinographic culture circle have
significant similarities: they are in a language environment where they do not often
contact Chinese characters, but because they began to learn Chinese at a school-age,
they finally achieved intermediate or even better Chinese proficiency test results
through three years of efforts. They have a direct and perceptual understanding of
the characteristics of Chinese characters.

Other, please specify / JUAV RN -8,‘.’?

O 114 X LA 0 50 60 0 L
Chart 2. Motivation of Chinese character learning of respondents

As shown in figure (2), the multiple-choice question “Why do you learn Chinese
characters?” is a survey of Chinese character learning motivation. 70.65% of the
respondents studied Chinese because of educational requirements, 39.13% because
of work, and 31.51% of scholars because of hobbies. Some of them do not have
a single motivation, but both work and two or three other learning motivations.
Psychological research shows that learning motivation is an important factor
affecting the process and effect of foreign language learning.

Learning motivation can be divided into external motivation and internal
motivation. Educational and work needs belong to external learning motivation,
while interests and hobbies belong to learners’ personal internal learning motivation.
Generally speaking, external motives, especially those for education and work, are
more likely to make people succeed, because they are linked to obtaining education
and job performance. [Edward Burkley 2020, 60—62] Foreign language learners with
internal motivation are more likely to master the language, which is determined by
their sincere interest in learning. Therefore, on the whole, most of the respondents
have strong learning motivation, whether out of educational needs, work needs,
personal learning interest, or non-single motivation. If properly guided, they are
easier to achieve ideal learning results and academic achievements.

3. Classification and analysis of survey data: main problems

The second and third parts of the questionnaire, including questions 10-12, 15,
17-28 and 2933, mainly reflect the respondents’ understanding of Chinese character
radicals, components, phonetic radicals, word origins, Chinese character properties,
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Chinese syllable phonemes and characters with similar writing, problems in learning
Chinese words and characters starting from Pinyin, anxiety related to Chinese
characters, word segmentation and hyphenation between Chinese characters. The
following is the classification analysis:

3.1 Radicals, components, phonetic elements, Chinese character origins

No/ #: 18.43% —
" 2:326%
5:39.13% 3:2826%
Yes ! & 8152% ’
4:2826%

Chart 3. Radicals, components, Chinese character origins

On the left of the above chart (3) is a single choice question 10 “Do you know
the radicals of Chinese characters?” 81.52% of the respondents said they knew
the radicals of Chinese characters, and less than one fifth said they did not know
the radicals. On the right is question 11 “Do you know the radicals of Chinese
characters and their meaning, for example {1 , [1, K?”. The average score is
4.05. Only a very small number of people “completely” do not know the radicals
and their meaning. It shows that even non-Sinographic cultural circle learners
pay close attention to this aspect of Chinese characters. The next scale question is
question 17 “Do you try to guess the meaning of an unknown Chinese character
by its components?”’. The average score is 3.91. Only a few people do not guess
the meaning of the word with the radical. We should strengthen the teaching of the
radicals, because it helps to improve the efficiency of Chinese characters learning.

1:3.26%
2761%

S:3043% ’
3. 3551%

4 043%

4 2391%

Figure 4. Phonetic element and Chinese character origins
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On the left of chart (4) there is a question 12 “Do you know phonetic elements
in Chinese characters?”. The average score is 3.8. It means that only a few people
don’t know the phonetic elements. Chinese phonetic element is helpful to Chinese
character learning, but how to deepen the knowledge of phonetic side needs to be
further discussed. On the right of the chart there is question 15 “Do you think it is
important to know the idea behind every Chinese character?”. The average score
is 3.83. 35.87% of the respondents thought it was important to know the origin
of Chinese characters, and a considerable number of respondents (29.35% -+
23.91%) had a “quite important” attitude. It shows that morphological and semantic
characteristics of Chinese characters and its origins plays a significant role in the
teaching process, thus improves the learning results.

Summary

The survey results show that as the survey studies non-Sinographic culture circle,
the basic concepts of Chinese characters such as radical, components, phonetic
radicals and word origin have been deeply rooted in the hearts learners. When
learning, they will guess the meaning of the word according to radicals, components
and word origins. They may know the existence of sound radical, but are often
confused by its role. It can be seen that improving the efficiency of Chinese character
learning should focus on these basic concepts of Chinese character learning.

3.2 The nature of Chinese characters, syllable phoneme, shape and meaning
of Chinese characters

Allof the bove / 1 1452 |, s s
deogrph/ 2227 [ 2| 7%
picogrph/ 2% 07 | 1304%
phonograph/ %% [ 7619

None of the shove / b L84 2 - 326%
. “n e ~n e an ae . e en e

Syllable / 315 45.65%

Phoneme / Ff{Y 28.26%

Part of a syllable / 71784 — &7 17.39%

Other, please specify / JLRHH#

V
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Chart 5. Nature of Chinese characters, characters and syllables, phonemes

233



On the left of chart (5) is the single choice question 18 “Do you think Chinese
character is: phonograph, ideograph, pictograph, all of the above”. The setting of
this question is not to intervene in the academic discussion on the nature of Chinese
characters, nor to mind which is right or wrong, but to observe the respondents’
feelings on the shape, sound, meaning and relationship of Chinese characters. The
result reflected in the answer sheet is that more than half of the people chose the
answer of “all the above”, more than one fifth chose “ideographic” characters,
and 13.04% chose “pictograph”, which shows that the prominent character
characteristics of Chinese characters have a profound impression on the vast majority
of people. On the right of chart (5) is a single choice question 19 “Chinese character
represents... Please choose the most appropriate answer...” For linguistic terms
such as “syllable” and “phoneme”, ordinary Chinese learners may not know their
meaning accurately. Moreover, even Chinese people do not know their meaning if
they are not majoring in linguistics. The survey results are quite intriguing. 45.65%
of people choose “syllable”, which is consistent with the characteristics of Chinese
characters as monosyllabic morphemes, that is, they have a better understanding of
the phonetic characteristics of Chinese characters.

Chart 6. Chinese characters with similar writing

On the left of the chart (6) is the question 20 “Do you often misread characters
that have similar writing?”. The average score is 3.22. Only 9.78% of those who
chose “fully agree”, indicate that few people ignore the similarity of Chinese
characters, and most learners know how to intentionally recognize words with
similar characters. However, due to the similar shapes, the correct and error rate is
about half (3:44.57%). On the right of the chart (6) is question 21 “F = % K
i Do you think these Chinese characters have similar meanings?”. The average
score is 2.1. 44.57% of the respondents “totally disagree” that they are similar. The
high proportion of 26.09% and 16.3% shows that the respondents generally have a
more rational understanding of similar characters. They know that the difference of
a stroke may represent the difference of word meaning, but it also shows that the
similarity of characters causes great trouble for them in identifying word meaning.

Summary

The vast majority of respondents are deeply impressed by the prominent
morphological and semantic characteristics of Chinese characters. Although they
may not know the meaning of linguistic terms such as “syllable” and “phoneme”
accurately in theory, they have a good understanding of the linguistic characteristics, for
example, that Chinese characters are monosyllabic morphemes. From the perspective
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of specific word examples, they also consciously recognize and distinguish similar
words. Therefore, how to get better guidance, including how to distinguish the shape
of similar words, is particularly important in the follow-up study.

3.3 Pinyin, Chinese words, form and shape of Chinese characters

Piryin [ 78
2.65%

Chinese characters / =
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Chart 7. Pinyin, Chinese words and Chinese characters

On the left of the chart (7) is a single choice question 22 “You started to learn
Chinese from . More than half of the candidates began to learn Chinese characters
with the help of pinyin. For beginners of Chinese, especially for beginners with
alphabetic mother tongues, it is easier to learn Chinese with the help of pinyin.
However, pinyin can also become an obstacle, which will make learners rely on this
system, and later affect the reading of Chinese characters and the memorization of
Chinese characters. On the right of the chart (7) is a question 23 “When learning new
words do you know the meaning of all the characters in them?”. The average answer
to this question is 3.15. Among the respondents, the two extremes of “completely
agree” and “completely disagree” are relatively small, and the middle three options
account for the highest proportion, indicating that the respondents generally have a
vague grasp of the element meaning of Chinese words. In other words, students lack
of Chinese characters literacy and word meaning accuracy.
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Chart 8. Pinyin, Chinese words and Chinese characters

On the left of the chart (8) is a question 24 “Do you often forget of what
characters Chinese word is composed?”. The average score is 3.07. In terms of
whether respondents fully agree that “they often forget of which Chinese characters
Chinese words are composed”, the number of people at both extremes is small,
indicating that most people “often” forget Chinese characters, the constituent unit of
Chinese words. That is, learners lack accurate reading or memorization techniques.

On the right of the chart (8), the 6 words listed in question 25 are relatively simple
and belong to primary HSK vocabulary. For the respondents who have reached HSK
level 3-6, it is an easy question, so more than half (54.35%) of them showed that they
know the meaning of single words by choosing six words, while for the remaining
42, they do not know at least one Chinese character, which also proves the existence
of the problem in question 24 above. At the same time, it also shows that on the
basis of accurately mastering the shape, sound and meaning of Chinese characters,
learners can fully grasp the Chinese words composed of Chinese characters.

3.4 Anxiety related to Chinese characters, word segmentation and the
importance of Chinese characters

1: 14.13% $ 1087% 1:6.52%
‘ i 2 17394
163%
4:22.17%
5:1848% 2:21.74% 3 IR 04%

Chart 9. Anxiety related to Chinese characters, Chinese words segmentation
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On the left of the chart (9) is a question 26 “Do you feel anxious when looking at
pages with many Chinese characters?”. The average score is 3.07. Looking at pages
with Chinese characters and not feeling anxious is the best learning psychology.
However, the problem is that this accounts for the least among the answers, only
14.13%, indicating that more people have varying degrees of anxiety. Anxiety
originates from the desire to understand and learn. Therefore, the way to solve the
problem is to design better learning materials or auxiliary tools for non-Sinographic
cultural circle learners, resolve their psychological anxiety, or guide their anxiety
to active effective learning. On the right of the chart (9) is question 27 “When
looking at Chinese text for the first time, can you clearly distinguish each word?”.
The average score is 3.17, indicating that most people are usually confused about
Chinese words. Only 10.87% of the people were completely clear, indicating that
the unclear writing boundaries of Chinese words is a great trouble and obstacle in
reading, which is also an important reason for anxiety related to Chinese characters.

Imswificient wnderstanding of Clinese

characters | 7R3 THET4E 1.00%

Sentences do not have word _ 19.57%
segmentation marks | EFLRSEREED et

ather, please specity / Brasn [T 7o
0

10 20 30 40 5 &0

Chart 10. Chinese character anxiety and Chinese text

On the left of the chart (10) is question 28 “Do you wish Chinese texts had spaces
between words?”. The average score is 2.73. 28.26% of respondents completely
disagree with the addition of word segmentation spaces in Chinese texts, which
is not a small amount and exceeds the expectations of the research. Still more
people tend to agree with the idea, indicating that there is still a great demand
for the Chinese character writing format of word segmentation and hyphenation
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among intermediate level learners. On the right of the chart (10) is a single choice
question 30 “In your opinion, what is the biggest difficulty when reading Chinese
characters?”. More than half of the people choose “not enough understanding of
Chinese characters”, which shows that it is necessary to strengthen the teaching of
Chinese characters and Chinese character culture. One in five people choose “a large
number of Chinese characters”, and nearly one in five (19.57%) choose “sentences
without word segmentation marks”, which shows that the objective fact of a large
number of Chinese characters needs to find better learning strategies. Technically,
improving the writing form in textbooks and word segmentation marks will help
learners improve their reading efficiency.

Summary:

From the perspective of learning psychology, in view of the characteristics of
non-Sinographic cultural circle learners, especially their Chinese character anxiety,
it is an expedient measure to provide reading materials for Chinese character
word segmentation and continuous writing. However, this auxiliary tool is similar
to pinyin. With the improvement of Chinese language level, word segmentation
becomes irrelevant. The respondents generally do not know enough about Chinese
characters, which should be taken into consideration, indicating that it is necessary
to strengthen the study of Chinese characters.

3.5 Conclusion

The problems such as the first type related to “radicals” and the second type
connected to the “nature of Chinese characters” analyzed above positively show that
the learners are deeply influenced by the prominent nature of the shape and meaning
of Chinese characters, and they have a good grasp of the language characteristics,
for example, that Chinese characters are monosyllabic morphemes. The third type
of problems such as “starting learning the language with pinyin” and the fourth type
of “Chinese character anxiety” analyzed above just illustrate the inertia of linear
character thinking such as learning from pinyin and the need of word segmentation
as well as continuous writing from the opposite side. They also point to the lack of
cognition and memory of the characteristics of Chinese characters. Both positive
and negative aspects point to the same substantive crux — the focus of Chinese
characters with the unity of form, sound and meaning.

Another question in the questionnaire is particularly noteworthy. Single choice
question 31 “Which of the sentences below describes you best?”. Up to 81.52%
of the respondents chose “I have been learning new Chinese characters and know
that learning Chinese characters is an inseparable part of mastering Chinese”,
which shows that they know the importance of Chinese characters. Such a positive
cognitive attitude towards Chinese characters is conducive to guiding students to
learn more Chinese characters. At the same time, 26% chose “I can communicate
orally in Chinese without learning Chinese characters”, and 8.7% chose “I know
some basic Chinese characters and do not need further learning. I can communicate
orally in Chinese easily”, indicating that the “illiterate” psychology of learning
Chinese characters is also common, and this “illiterate” psychology is important. For
the reason that Chinese characters are closely related to learning Chinese, how can
we really learn the language well without learning Chinese characters? There have
been two official policies to eliminate illiteracy in Chinese history. Their theoretical
basis will not be discussed here.
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Based on the information above, it can be concluded that for Chinese character
learners in non-Sinographic culture circle, Chinese characters are the key and
focus problem for them to learn Chinese well. Their positive cognitive attitude
towards Chinese characters is good, and this problem can be solved with the help of
ideographic characteristics of Chinese characters.

4. Coping strategies: Taking Chinese learners from Ukraine as an example

The largest number of respondents in this survey are Ukrainian students, 59
of the 92 respondents, accounting for 64.13%.> This section takes this typical
Ukrainian student group with the characteristics of non-Sinographic cultural circle
as the object of further analysis, continues to deeply explore the problems and
seek countermeasures. 59 Ukrainian students are from Kiev National University
and Kiev language and Literature University, majoring in Chinese language and
literature. Among them, there are 28 undergraduates, 17 high school students and 14
master students. Generally speaking, these Ukrainian students have a good language
foundation and have a certain understanding of the characteristics of linguistics and
Chinese. But as shown in question 22, most of them start learning Chinese from
pinyin, which seems to be the same as Chinese primary school students. However,
through the interview, we know that in fact, their methods of learning pinyin are
quite different from those of the Chinese. Usually, Ukrainian students like to start
reading pinyin directly. In other words, they directly recognize Chinese syllables as
a whole and do not learn how to read initials and vowels separately. The main reason
is that they unconsciously go into a misunderstanding: they have learned English,
and they are not unfamiliar with pinyin letters, so they read Chinese pinyin directly
frequently according to the pronunciation of English. This is clearly wrong.

The first level of coping methods: foreign students’ pinyin learning, especially
in their own countries. Learners must start from initials and finals, and then enter
the whole syllable spelling. For learners in China?, teachers should pay attention in
reminding students to overcome the wrong way of directly spelling Chinese pinyin
as in English. As long as the pinyin problem is realized, it is not difficult to solve.

“When learning Chinese words, do you know the meaning of each character in
the word?”. The average score of the question 23 is 3.17, which shows the hesitation
of the respondents when giving the answer. After the actual interview, it can be found
that Ukrainian students often directly memorize the words in Chinese. Moreover,
Chinese textbooks written in Ukraine also have texts, listing new words, followed by
grammar or culture related information. Thus, the students look at and remember the
new word list directly. As a result, the student did learn many new words, but he did
not necessarily know which Chinese characters those new words were composed of.
For example, there is the word “sun” in the new word list, and the students learned
the word. That’s all. They don’t care that “sun” is composed of two characters, and
they don’t know that both of them have their own word meanings and complete form,
sound and meaning respectively. “Do you often forget which Chinese characters
Chinese words are composed of?””. The question 24 is similar to question 23, with an

2The distribution of this survey was mainly during the period of COVID-19. Most of the
students were not in school. Therefore, the questionnaire was spread through the Internet circle
of friends. The prominent nationality of the respondents also made the study more distinctive.

> Learners in China generally do not have this problem. Chinese universities or training
institutions generally have teaching stages of initials and finals.
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average score of 3.05, showing the same confusion when students were providing
an answer. It is an undeniable fact that with the deepening of learning, students
will often encounter problems such as Chinese homonyms, polysemy of one word,
polysyllabic of one-word, similar characters and so on. These are the characteristics
of Chinese characters that cause difficulties in the process of a second language
acquisition. If learners do not focus on the crux and core of Chinese characters, the
existing problems may be complicated to fundamentally solve.

e eetancaty it | :
Laook for the origins of the character / —
e 1522%
FRTTR
oner/ it [ €52

5:13.04%
2:8.7%

3:31.52%

4:43.48%

Chart 11. Chinese character memorization

Questions 13, 14 and 16 in the questionnaire are related to the “memorization” of
Chinese characters. On the left of chart (11) is question 13 and on the right is ques-
tion 14 “I can learn a new Chinese character fast.” Question 13 of the questionnaire
showed that 47.8% of the respondents remembered Chinese characters by “rote
learning” and 30.4% remembered Chinese characters by “associative learning”. The
average score of question 14 “I can remember new Chinese characters quickly” is
3.52, which shows that students are very confused and find it not easy to remember
Chinese characters.

The so-called “memorization” is “the process in which the human brain
remembers, maintains and reproduces the experienced things”. [Yang Zhiliang
2016, 308] “Associative memory” is “memorization through the connection of
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various knowledge units”. [ Yang Zhiliang 2016, 313] Nearly half of the respondents
remember Chinese characters by “rote memorization”, which also explains why the
option “I can remember new Chinese characters quickly and forget them quickly”
in question 16 “Which option describes you best?” is as high as 45.65%. In contrast,
what is more worth recommending is the “associative memorization” which does
not account for too much at present. Moreover, if we can associate the “image
memory” of Chinese characters with “associative learning”, we can properly solve
the confusion of memorizing Chinese characters and help learners get out of the
dilemma of Chinese character memorization.

“Form memory” or “image memory” refers to “memorizing with the perceived
image of things as the content”. Francis Bacon, who is proficient in “memory”,
often uses “allegorical pattern”, that is, “to reduce the image of thinking into a
perceptible image and enhance the stimulation of memory”. [Francis Yeats 2015,
355] Graphic learning can help memorize very effectively. [Nagata Takashi 2014, 5]
Psychological research shows that people’s memory has rules to follow, and resorting
to the learning of “image” and “pattern” is helpful to help memorize and produce
long-term memory. What about Chinese characters? It is precisely “hieroglyphics”.
The image memory of Chinese characters is not only a memory that appeals to
vision, but also a memory that appeals to semantic association. It is undoubtedly a
great waste of memory resources to rely solely on rote memorization and ignore the
coexistence of shape, meaning and sound of Chinese characters.

Chinese characters have a long history of “hieroglyphics”. The ancient characters
starting with the inscriptions on oracle bones and bronze can be traced back as the
source. The Chinese character system has the traditional six categories of Chinese
characters originating from Xu Shen’s “Shuowen” in the Han Dynasty.

Most importantly, the latest research results in the academic circles in recent
years show that the ideographic nature of Chinese characters has not changed,
especially at the level of “modern Chinese high-frequency characters” most often
read by foreign students and ordinary readers. The notion of the six categories of
Chinese characters is still strong: “Pictographs have been persistent in taking images
from simplicity since ancient times, accounting for the absolute mainstream.”
[Zhang Yumei 2020, 20] “Image taking by the ideograms is absolutely stable”.
[Zhang Yumei 2018, 176] “The vast majority of ideographic characters (including
ideographic and phonographic characters) are stable in their taking of images,
six methods of forming Chinese characters and their form.” [Zhang Yumei 2017,
98] High frequency pictophonetic characters are the mainstream because of their
complexity. However, nearly 30% of pictophonetic characters have lost their
phonetic function, which has brought trouble to literacy and memory. That is to
say, the commonly used pictographs, reference words and understanding words
that express meaning in form have little change in the mainstream of ancient and
modern times, and can be used to help “image memory”. The phonetic element
of pictophonetic characters can also be used in the studying process. At the same
time, we should pay attention to the phonetic complexity of phonetic element in
Chinese characters.

Coping strategies at the second level: several coping strategies based on Chinese
character research theory are provided for “image memory” and ‘“associative
learning” of Chinese character learners in non-Sinographic cultural circles:
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4.1 Etymological association

“From more than 600 modern Chinese high-frequency characters, we summarize
the evolution law of Chinese characters since the oracle bone inscriptions of the Yin
and Shang Dynasties as follows: pictographs, ideograms and associative compound
characters. They all show the mainstream of ideographic representation and simple
image taking, accounting for 52.31% of the total number of high-frequency characters.”
[Zhang Yumei, Tao Shen 2018, 144—146] In other words, more than half of the most
commonly used modern Chinese characters can be traced back to their origins, and
their form is not complex, with little change from ancient to modern times.

Let us take a look at character “[1]”, its ancient writing form is &,original meaning
is whirling water vortex, later evolved to the meaning back and forth etc. Another
character is “J1”,its ancient form is [|, meaning a long narrow table, bench. In
modern days this character is used in the word “#4% J1” tea table. One more example
is “Z¢with its ancient form . The original meaning is human’s legs crossed. High
frequency ideograms like 5+ Jo. A&, K. J etc., high frequency combined
ideograms including . &. Z=. K. . % etc., all provide associations.

4.2 Root Association

o B

Bz (12) {EREARICIZ

The root association method can be used for the six categories of Chinese
characters. Some scholars have summarized and sorted out 920 Chinese roots,
which can be used for regular learning and memorization of Chinese characters. For
instance, “32”, which means something shallow and small, and the simplified word
is “&”. It forms a series of monosyllabic words (ancient Chinese is monosyllabic,
corresponding to modern Chinese that has monosyllabic morpheme words with
complete form, sound and meaning). Chart (12) shows 16 monosyllabic words
(characters) formed by the root “&”, of which the commonly used words (characters)
are: Bk (O R (B, MO F/, (O & & 0K, (&) £, P
2,5 (B, (B) 2, 1k (4T, (BF) ik and other 11, all these characters
closely connected to the meaning of shallow and small. *

* Limited to space, we will not analyze the meaning of these 16 words here. The latter
“comprehensive association method” takes the root “AC” as an example. Root theory and
word examples are selected from the root dictionary “Hanyu cigen cidian”compiled by Huang
Yuezhou, Chinese language teaching press, 2015, page 14.

242



4.3 Association related to phonetic element in a Chinese character
Modern Chinese high-frequency pictophonetic characters are still phonetic,
so they can be used to help identify and remember pictophonetic characters. At
the same time, the function of phonetic component s is greatly weakened, and the
phonetic situation is complex. For example, the phonetics sometimes have different
pronunciations or tones, so it is necessary to remind learners to pay close attention
to them. For example, analyzed above character “%¢ (jido) ”, there are following
characters using it as phonetic: ¥ (jido) % (jido) & (jiao) % (jido) =
(jiao) # (jiao) #% (jiazo) M (yio) & (jido) & (jido) X (xido) HZ
(jido) M (jido) # (Gido) I (jido) EX (jiao) X (jido) . 17 characters,
first 7 ones have the same pronunciation as the phonetic “%2”. 10 other characters
have a different initial, final or tone. As far as non-Sinographic cultural circle
learners are concerned, adding pinyin near each character is very useful. One the
one hand, it can show that pinyin of these characters is similar, thus can provide
good association for memorization. On the other hand, it shows that pinyin has
differences, therefore, they need close attention.
4.4 Comprehensive association method
The first three associative memory methods are not unrelated to each other.
In actual memorization, two or three methods can be used at the same time.
For example, character “A2”, except tracing its ancient source that depicts an
intersection of people’s legs as well as association with 17 characters with the
same phonetic, learning “A2” can become possible with the help of root association
memory. Below let us take a look at 19 characters with “%2” as their phonetic (at
the same time root) and their meaning, in order to see its connection with the root
meaning. “%& (jido) ” a woman who is both beautiful and has good manners,
(HETBm) . “EBhE, PO, R TFZZ2UtH. ” (“Shenzi Weide”: “Mao Yi,
Xi Shi, is the most charming in the world.”) “%&¢” or also used as “fX (jidao) refers
not only to females but also males. “XF (jidzo) ” is the intersection of one region
and another, “ZB#M “suburb”. “%% (jido) > is translated as water-oat shoots or
%2 17, their leaves crisscross. “#¢ (jido)  is the core of the intersection of bone
and meat. “#% (jido) > is translated as shark. “I% (y#o) > has the meaning of
upper and lower teeth forced against each other to clamp things or cut them into
pieces. “I& (jido) ” is semicircular noodles made of skin. “4¢ (jido) > means
to form a rope with more than two slender strips. “f% (xido) * is a wooden sign.
“Shuowen” explains the character as “A[Nt. » what can be interpreted as
prisoner bound by wood. It also has the meaning of a place where teachers pass on
excellent morality, knowledge and abilities to students. “#5%¢” can be pronounced
as (jido), to replace “b” with “a”, that is, “proofreading”. “& (jido) * has the
same pronunciation as “f&¢ (jido)”, bright. “#¢ (jido) * is the intersection of two
vehicles, the meaning was extended to “compare”.
Summary
For non-Sinographic culture circle learners, subjective recognition of Chinese
characters is very important, objectively, supplemented by Chinese character
association learning method, the problems encountered in Chinese character learning
can be solved by themselves.
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5. Comments: suggestions on the compilation of Ukrainian (or multilingual)
Chinese Dictionary

Question 29 of the questionnaire is a single choice question “If there are too
many unknown Chinese characters in text do you look them up in a dictionary or
ignore them?”. Compared with 17.39% choosing “ignore” and 11.96% choosing
“other explanations”, more than 70% (70.65%) of learners will check dictionary
when they encounter unknown words, indicating that it is very important to write
a good dictionary for an easy retrieval of words in memory and learning new ones.
However, at present, we believe that there is still room for improvement in the
compilation of multilingual Chinese learning dictionary.

Generally speaking, both in terms of name and compilation theory, “¥Xi¥ 1A
41> (Chinese dictionary) and “JXi5& 748> (Chinese character dictionary) are two
types of reference books, which are not the same thing. Therefore, if a dictionary
is determined as “Chinese” dictionary rather than “Chinese character” dictionary, it
is natural that it does not need to put the content of Chinese characters in it at all.
However, in view of the close relationship between Chinese and Chinese characters,
especially in view of the many problems mentioned above encountered by non-
Sinographic cultural circle learners, the problem of Chinese characters has obviously
become the key to their learning and refinement, or even more seriously, whether
they become “illiterate” of Chinese characters. Therefore, at the end of this paper,
I would like to take two Ukrainian Chinese dictionaries as examples to express a
view, or put forward the following compilation suggestions:

First, just as there are many “dictionaries” in China, foreigners learning
Chinese need a compiled “Chinese character dictionary”, which can be bilingual
or multilingual. Secondly, in view of existing problems, adjustments are needed
in the compilation concept or compilation methods. On the basis of the existing
bilingual or multilingual Chinese dictionaries, we need to add the elements of
Chinese characters and even ancient characters, as well as improve old dictionaries
and their effectiveness. As for the latter suggestion, let’s take a Ukrainian dictionary
as an example.

Figure 13. Three examples of table of contents page
of Ukrainian English Chinese illustrated dictionary

Figure (13) is from the table of contents page of Ukrainian English Chinese
illustrated dictionary. [Oksana Lesniak 2018] For number 14 on the left, there is too
much deviation between the matching degree of “person” and the “person” of Chinese
character. Using the image according to the word origin, a side of a standing human
and adding an ancient character ? next to it would work better. It is also suggested
to remove the misleading shoe patterns. The “Home” labeled 36 in the chart might as
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well be directly changed to “home” and add ancient character @ or A7 next to it. It
is also suggested to remove the picture of grandpa wearing a hat and take the image
according to the word origin, “pigs under the roof” and replace it with the picture of
a simple pet pig sleeping in the house. The “On the go” section in the chart labeled
as 104 is changed to character “4T” with ancient character 3 near it. At the same
time, it is suggested to replace the coffee cup with the road picture with intersection,
because the ancient characters of “47” ar is a pictograph, four-way road.

Among the dictionaries available on the market at present, we also found a
newly compiled Ukrainian Chinese Dictionary issued by the Commercial Press.
Similarly, we also suggest that it add Chinese characters as the prefix when revising
and republishing, or put Chinese character elements in it, and use this idea to re plan
the compilation of Chinese entries. If so, it will help non-Sinographic cultural circle
learners better understand and be familiar with Chinese characters, so as to improve
the effect of Chinese learning.

Finally, the paper would like to echo the theme of this paper: our analysis and
elaboration are based on the questionnaire “investigation and research on Chinese
character attitude of foreign students in non-Sinographic circles”. It is the so-called
“attitude” that determines the direction and results. The studied “Chinese character
learners in non-Sinographic culture circle” have a subjective attitude of “Chinese
characters to be important”. If the objective aspect can be supplemented with
supporting teaching, teaching materials and dictionaries, there will be more ways to
solve the Chinese character problems students encounter.

A survey and research on the attitude of overseas students
(from non-character-using countries) towards Chinese characters
FEDL Bl B A DL 5 A LR & S5 T 7T
Survey / i 2 ) &

Hello! I am a Master s degree student from the School of Humanities of Shanghai
Jiao Tong University. My major is Chinese language and literature. This survey aims
at better understanding of the attitude of overseas students (from non-character-
using countries) towards Chinese characters. The survey is anonymous and is
comprised of 30 questions. Please complete the survey. Thank you!

fshf ! P R ACIE R NSO BE R i 5 SCE R e . N T
T b 7R B B S AR DO A BE, AT BT . ARG VR A Y
Ko ME—HLAIBNEHE . HEIESEE, §!

W GHERz: https://www.wijx.cn/m/81884574.aspx

1. What is your nationality? / fRFIEFEZ2 47

2. How old are you? / IR R L /D7

18 5T 18-22 23-27 28-32 33-37 >38

O 0 O O O O
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3. What is your highest level of education completed? / MRS FHET A7
High school / & & Bachelor’s degree / &K%} Master’s degree / i+

O O O
=4 / PhD degree

O

4. What is your field of study? / #gE W 247
Humanities / X8} Sciences / I%} Engineering / T}

O O a

5. At what age did you start learning Chinese? / &+ A BHEFFIAFEHC?
18 U 18-22 23-27 28-32 33-37 >38
O a O O a O

6. How long have you been studying Chinese characters? / &SN FH A7

7. What is your HSK level? / &)X IBK X B E JLEK?

HSK2 2% HSK3 2§ HSK4 %4k HSK5 %k HSK6 4%

a O O O O

8. Do you often see Chinese characters in your country? / ZE &Y E X {R A & 1l iN =05 ?
Completely disagree/5e £ R [E= Absolutely agree/SEE£ R =

10 200 30 40 50

9. Why do you learn Chinese characters? / #& 4+ 4 % 35X F7?
Hobby / %F Education requirement / 3B &>k  Work/ T{E
O O O
Other / HAth
O
Other, please specify / & H 5 E
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10. Do you know radicals in Chinese characters? / & 7 ;X FHIER & 15 ?
Yes/ = No/ &

O [l

11. Do you know character components and their meaning (e.g {1 , [, K)?/EHEXFH

REMEMNREL?

Completely disagree/ST £ R EE Absolutely agree/z= 4 [E&
10 200 30 40 500

12. Do you know phonetic elements in Chinese characters? / f&&1iE N FHFE =L ?

Completely disagree/Se £ R E = Absolutely agree/5E £ R =
10 200 30 40 500

13. How do you memorize Chinese characters? / f&3M{aC{E N FHIFF?

Learn by association / B£38%>] Memorize mechanically / JLiCIEL
O O
Look for the origins of the character / FX FFi& Other / Hfth
O O
Other, please specify / & H A IERRE

14. 1 can learn a new Chinese character fast. / B o] R IC BN E .

Completely disagree/Se £ R E = Absolutely agree/ST £ R =
10 200 30 40 500

15. Do you think it is important to know the idea behind every Chinese character? / IA NS

ERMESXFHFR?

Completely disagree/SE £ R E = Absolutely agree/ T2 R E
10 200 30 40 50
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16. Which option describes you best? / Bi—/MEFR(EMIE S &7

@ I learn new characters fast, and forget them fast. / FBERRICEFHHINE, HBEREIC
~
tl o

It takes me a lot of time to learn new characters I remember them for a long time. / T FER

KEEXRISENTE, T2ERTZE, iILBRKRE.
I learn new characters fast, and remember them for a long time. / FXRE{RIRICEHAIIX F,

FH, CHRIKCHE.

Other, please specify / H 5 EE

Answer/ &% O

17. Do you try to guess the meaning of an unknown Chinese character by its components? / 15

FTHEXFHRE, BEAERRENRZBENTHRE?

Completely disagree/5e & [E = Absolutely agree/E £ F&

100 20 30 40 5O

18. What is your attitude towards modern Chinese characters ? / A I AN FE

Phonograph / kZF X F Ideograph / REXF
O O

Pictograph / R XF  All of the above / | FE2
O O

19. Chinese character represents... Please choose the most appropriate answer: / ;X 2 3K...151%E
BEREENEE

Syllable / %5 Part of a syllable / F 5 #—%F4> Phoneme / ZF{iL

Od O O
20. Do you often misread characters that have similar writing? / &2 & FRABLAY G ?
Completely disagree/5SE &R ERE Absolutely agree/5E & E&
10 201 30 40 50
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21. T = E% Bif Do you think these Chinese characters have similar meanings? / S & &%

B A XN F R ARG ?

Completely disagree/Se £ R E = Absolutely agree/ T £ R =E
100 20 30 4 50
22. You started to learn Chinese from | &2 M FFE5 = S)NE?

Pinyin / % Chinese characters / ;X5 Words / i

O O O

23. When learning new words do you know the meaning of all the characters in them? / 233X

BEAE, SMEXMENENFHFD?

Completely disagree/5 £ E & Absolutely agree/52 £ F&
10 201 30 40 500

24. Do you often forget of what characters Chinese word is composed? / #& 4 5 & ic P i B

WAL 7 2H B P ?

Completely disagree/5e &[5 & Absolutely agree/52 £ FE&
1 20 30 41 500

25. In how many of the words below you know the meaning of each character? / | 51| [t % -1
A TLAMRATE FA 7 1 7 3L

TAE REIE AT SR it XA

L= 2/ 3/=A 4/0U4 5/HA 6/54
O O O O O |

26. Do you feel anxious when looking at pages with many Chinese characters? / & 1R £ i F
FIR) DT T B A 30 A P& I 2

Completely disagree/5E &R [E R Absolutely agree/=4£F&

10 20 30 40 500
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27. When looking at Chinese text for the first time, can you clearly distinguish each word? / 2

— U DLTE SCAS B iz, 18R] DAY 4 M [X 73 4 A 1] e 2

Completely disagree/5e £ [E] = Absolutely agree/= 4 F&

10 200 30 40 5O

28. Do you wish Chinese texts had spaces between words? / /&2 75 7y B 75 A HL )] 5 1A]
A2

Completely disagree/SEERER Absolutely agree/5T &R &

10 20 30 40 5O

29. If there are too many unknown Chinese characters in text do you look them up in a
dictionary or ignore them? / U1 3CA HLAT K 2 AR )72, 18 A 5 Sk 2 M TS e 2

Look up in a dictionary / Z 74 Ignore / ZH& Other / HiAth
O O O
Other, please specify / FAthiF e

30. In your opinion, what is the biggest difficulty when reading Chinese characters? / {52V} 7 #x
KA AT A7

[A| Large amount / $ %
B Sentences do not have word segmentation marks / ) TV 4317 ({14710
Insufficient understanding of Chinese characters / ¥§ {71 T A%

@ Other, please specify / FAh 15 ffERE

Answer / &% O
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31. Which of the sentences below describes you best? / FAIA) 71, BR— el 42

O I can communicate orally in Chinese and see no need in learning Chinese characters. / 8 FH &

AT KBS, ANt B2 ST

O I know some basic Chinese characters and do not see the point in learning more of them, I can easily
communicate orally in Chinese. / FHE—LE AT, FREH—FFS, BITNRESHHAX

ERH T ERR

O I am constantly learning new Chinese characters and know that it is an inseparable part of mastering

Chinese. / R—EHF IHFAINT, FERMELXNFREEGERRT AR .

O Other, please specify / FAth 15 ffERe

32. What is your attitude towards learning Chinese characters during online Chinese classes? / 37 %k

WIBRFEIRFEEALE?

@ Learning characters during online Chinese classes is more efficient that in classroom. / £ 4% 33X F
FEIREFSIERK

Learning characters in classroom is more efficient that during online Chinese classes. / iR %2 % 33N F

PEELFSIEEH

No difference / %8 Z 5|

@ Other, please specify / HAth 15 i B¢

Answer / E%: O

33. Please choose the most appropriate answer. / {5 FRSENEE:

@ During online Chinese classes teacher and students can share screen, make notes, participate
in group discussions, etc., which is helpful to master Chinese characters effectively. / fE2&_F X

EBIRENTMAERE. 8. NS, BHTEIHERENE,
I can’t concentrate and study well during online Chinese classes. / £ 4 b NiEIRRNREEF T
=N, 2IBREF.

There are more opportunities to learn Chinese characters in classroom. / IR E % SN FH E

ZEIMR.

@I Other, please specify / FHAE R

Answer / &5 O
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34. In your opinion, what is the biggest difficulty in learning Chinese characters? / 7£2% > %
AR, AR RO ]2

35. In your opinion what age is the most proper to start learning Chinese characters? / fEf&HIE

k, HHAFERBRERTTIRFEINFH?

Thank you! / B !
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